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The Age of  Chaos, the Age of  Torah, the Age of  Mashiach 

When the Torah describes Avraham and Sarah’s journey to Eretz Yisrael, the Torah explains that they did not 
travel alone. 

וַּיִּקַ֣ח אַבְָרם֩ אֶת־ׂשַָר֨י אִׁשְּתֹ֜ו וְאֶת־לֹ֣וט ּבֶן־אָחִ֗יו וְאֶת־ּכָל־ְרכּוׁשָם֙ אֲׁשֶ֣ר ָרכָׁ֔שּו וְאֶת־הַּנֶ֖פֶׁש אֲׁשֶר־עָׂשּ֣ו בְחָָר֑ן וַּיֵצְאּ֗ו 
לָלֶ֙כֶת֙ אְַ֣רצָה ּכְנַ֔עַן וַּיָבֹ֖אּו אְַ֥רצָה ּכְנָֽעַן׃ 

What is the meaning of  the phrase וְאֶת־הַּנֶ֖פֶׁש אֲׁשֶר־עָׂשּ֣ו בְחָָר֑ן ? The Midrash understands that to be a 
reference to converts with whom Avraham and Sarah had shared their religious vision and understanding of  
the world. This understanding, in turn, animates a midrash taught by the school of  Eliyahu (Avodah Zarah 9a): 

 תנא דבי אליהו ששת אלפים שנה הוי העולם שני אלפים תוהו שני אלפים תורה שני אלפים ימות
 המשיח

It isn’t clear when these historical epochs are meant to begin and end. And the Gemara unpacks this 
statement and investigates.  The age of  chaos is defined as persisting after the creation of  the world until the 
time of  Avraham. The age of  Torah begins right in our parashah, right in this verse, when with the phrase 
The age of .וְאֶת־הַּנֶ֖פֶׁש אֲׁשֶר־עָׂשּ֣ו בְחָָר֑ן  Mashiach, according to this calculation began at the time when the 
beit hamikdash was destroyed. [The Gemara also says בעונותינו שרבו יצאו מהן מה שיצאו מהן so we can’t 
figure out exactly when it will all end, it seems there is some delay]. 

These dates seem counter-intuitive. But is, in fact, quite profound. The end of  the Age of  Chaos and the start 
of  the Age of  Torah did not occur with the thundering of  God’s voice filling the universe at Har Sinai. The 
age of  Torah began when Avraham and Sarah had turned to their neighbors and shared their moral vision for 
how the world is meant to be. That was the end of  the Age of  Chaos. That was the beginning of  the Age of  
Torah. 

And the Age of  Mashiach, is not ushered in as the dawn rises on a perfected and peaceful world. On the 
contrary, according to this tradition, the Age of  Mashiach begins at the moment of  destruction, when all is at 
its darkest, and all that we had trusted had been obliterated, when there is nothing else to loose.  

This seems counter-intuitive, but as Rabbi Baruch Halevi Epstein explained in his Torah Temimah 
commentary, once the beit hamikdash was destroyed - once the exile began, once the destruction was total 
and comprehensive, there was only one way to go and that is in the direction towards redemption. 


